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Waterfall
As we round a bend in the river, we start to hear a powerful roar. Then the water plunges over the edge of a waterfall, throwing clouds of spray into the air. The land around is covered in thick forest, which is home to plenty of animals.

Jaguar

Plush-crested jay

Coati

Wandering 
spider

Toco toucan

Three-toed 
sloth
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Hydroelectric dam
A massive lake, called a reservoir, spreads out before us. In front of it is a huge wall of concrete forming an enormous dam. This building uses water from the reservoir to produce electricity.

Reservoir

Concrete dam

Hydropower plant

Downstream

Dam crest

The Three Gorges 
Dam in China is the largest dam in the 
world. It is 2,335 
metres long and up to 185 metres tall. It created a lake that is 600 km long and it can produce 20 times as much electricity as the Hoover Dam in the USA.

A
 Single Step

Get ready for the journey of a lifetime as you take your first  
steps on a story of discovery, travelling along, through,   

up and down these amazing natural features.  
• Climb a mountain from its base to the summit.

• Travel down a river from its source to its estuary.
• Dive into the depths of the ocean.

A journey of a thousand miles  
begins with a single step…

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Mountains • Rivers • Seas and Oceans • Deserts • Forests

64 pages • 295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in) • Ages 8–12

WELCOME TO IMAGO CREATE . . .

After more than 40 years of supplying print and production 
solutions to the publishing industry and beyond, the Imago  

Group has ventured into the creative side of things  
with the formation of Imago Create. 

As part of our services, we work with clients to develop an 
idea and put it into practice. Our team of designers and 

editors is experienced in working across multiple formats, 
from large-format arts and lifestyle titles to children’s 

activity sets and sticker books. We also have access to a 
pool of award-winning authors and specialists to ensure 

your brief is fulfilled to the highest standards.

And now we are offering rights to our very own book ideas.  
These non-fiction ideas cover a range of formats,  
including sticker books, activity titles, interactive  

3D models, board games and plush toys. 

Whatever you’re looking for, these books are  
designed to engage, entertain, educate and enthral!
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La Tomatina
Get ready for the biggest food fight in the world! This festival 

starts with people trying to climb a greasy pole to grab a piece 

of ham at the top. Once they’ve got the ham, the tomato 

throwing begins! It carries on for about an hour, leaving a lot 

of mess to clean up afterwards!

The Rules of the Tomatina:

1. Don’t throw anything but tomatoes
2. Don’t tear clothes
3. Squash tomatoes before throwing  
    them to avoid hurting others
4. Keep a safe distance from trucks
5. Stop throwing tomatoes after the 
    second shot of the starter pistol
6. Follow the directions of security staff7. Only throw tomatoes at targets you        can see, to avoid hurting others
8. Do not throw tomatoes directly  
    at buildings
9. Have fun!

Venue: Buñol, Spain

Date: Towards the 

end of August
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Dragon boat 
festival
To the loud beating of drums and shouts of encouragement, 

teams of rowers paddle furiously to race their brightly coloured 

dragon boats. You will also eat delicious rice dumplings as part of 

this festival... YUM!

Venue: China and 

Hong Kong
Date: The fifth day 

of the fifth month in 

the Chinese calendar, 

usually late May or 

early June

Time to restLife can get pretty busy and tiring so it’s important to rest regularly. Every living thing on the planet needs to take a  break – even something as big as a tree!

As summer turns into autumn, the leaves on deciduous trees turn yellow, red and brown and start to fall off. The tree is getting ready to rest through the cold winter months, before the leaves sprout again in spring.

Make sure you make time to rest. This doesn’t mean that you have to go to sleep every time you want a break – reading a book  is a great way to relax and to  re-charge your body so it’s ready for the next job you might have.

Deciduous – a type of tree or bush that loses its leaves each year in autumn

Work togetherThere’s safety in numbers and many fish live in large groups called shoals or schools. Swimming together in a large group can confuse a predator. The fish can also work together to search for food and even keep each other clean!

Clownfish aren’t hurt by the stinging tentacles of anemones and are protected from predators. In return, the fish chase off other fish that may eat the anemones and nibble of parasites. This is called mutualism

Cleaner wrasse have a very important job below the waves. These small black-and-white fish will pick their way over other fish, nibbling off bits of dirt and parasites to keep the other fish sparkling clean!

If you’ve got a big job to do, it’s always easier if you do it with friends and classmates. Working together will let you get the job done in less time and you can even have fun while you do it!

Mutualism – when 
both animals in a 
relationship benefit

W
orld of...

Be Like a...
Take a cultural tour around the globe

Explore the globe with this celebration of art, festivals,  
sport and food from around the world.
• Discover the delights of Inuit cuisine

• Party in Rio and learn about the origins of Carnival
• Cheer with crowds in India while watching kabaddi
• Gaze in wonder at the art of Aboriginal Australians.

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Festivals • Food • Art • Sport

48 pages with sticker sheets • 295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in) • Ages 8–12

This series discovers what we can learn about ourselves from plants  
and animals, how they survive and thrive in their habitats and what  

we can do to make our world a better place. The books combine  
non-fiction information with personal development tips and advice,  
showing the reader how they can improve their physical and mental  

well-being, while helping to make the planet a better place.

Life lessons from the natural world

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Tree • Fish • Bird • Dinosaur

64 pages • 295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in) • Ages 8–12

Comes with  
more than

100 stickers



Hi-bear-nation

Getting ready
In the months before the winter 

arrives, the bears will eat a great 

deal of food, putting on as much 

fat as they can. This fat will be  

an important energy source 

during hibernation.

Time for bed!
When the time comes, the bear 

will crawl into its den and fall 

into a sleep-like state. Its body 

processes, or metabolism, slow 

down to save as much energy  

as possible.

Sleeping
Even though they are hibernating, 

bears may still wake up and leave 

their dens, especially if they are 

flooded. However, they don’t need 

to eat or drink during this period 

and will rarely go to the toilet!

Waking up
Pregnant bears will give 

birth during hibernation, 

and the cubs are safe in the 

den. Bears living in colder 

regions can spend up to  

7 months in hibernation.

Shhhhhhh! Tucked up inside a snug den is a 

mother bear and her cubs. These animals are 

spending the cold winter months in a sleep-like 

state called hibernation.

Spring
Summer

Autumn

Winter

This season follows winter and sees 

temperatures increase. Plants start to grow, 

flowers sprout from the ground and trees 

produce leaves and blossom.

Temperatures continue to climb and 

plants flourish. Fruit starts to appear 

on trees and young animals grow.

After the high temperatures of 

summer, things start to cool. 

Fruit and other crops mature 

and are harvested, while leaves 

on many trees turn brown and 

fall to the ground.

This is the coldest season when 

temperatures can often fall below freezing 

and snow falls, covering the ground. Some 

animals spend this period in a sleep-like 

state called hibernation.Four Seasons
As Earth orbits around the Sun, parts of the 

planet experience periods with different 

weather. These periods are called seasons and 

many places have four of these during a year.
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Spitting fire
While dragons can breathe fire, bombardier beetles 
pack their own powerful 

burning punch. When 
threatened, some of  

these tiny insects fire out a 
mixture of burning 

chemicals with a loud pop!

Mythical dragons
Tales of dragons are found in myths and legends from all around the world. These include the red dragon of Wales, ‘Druk’ the thunder dragon of Bhutan and the 

wingless dragons of 
Chinese mythology.

Real-life dragons 
Some lizards are known as dragons, but they’re not as big as their fantastical relations. Bearded dragons from Australia are only  45 cm long and can be kept as pets. Komodo dragons from Indonesia are the largest lizards in the world and can be 3 m long. They have large serrated teeth and can kill with a venomous bite!

Flying dragons
Draco lizards have flaps of skin between their legs which they use as wings, just like dragons! With these flaps of skin stretched out, they can glide to escape from predators and move from tree to tree.

Bearded dragon

Komodo dragon

Chinese dragon

The liquid can reach 100°C

These lizards can glide for more than 25 m!

2

3

Dragons
With a flapping wings and fiery breath, dragons are the stuff of fantasy. But are there creatures that spit fire and lizards that fly? 

Do dragons really walk the Earth... ?

Tick Tock

Fact or...

• How would dragons fly and breathe fire?
• Can spacecraft travel faster than light?

• Can you really turn people to stone?
These books look at the realms of fantasy, science fiction and  
mythology to see if there is any scientific basis behind them.

Uncover the facts behind the fiction

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Fantasy • Myths and Legends • Science Fiction
64 pages  • 295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in) • Ages 8–12

Find out how nature tells the time

Discover how different things mark the passage of time,  
from the cycles of plants and animals, to human circadian  

rhythms, the orbits of planets and the ageing of rocks.  
See how time works on different scales, including  

fleeting nanoseconds and aeons of millions of years.

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Planet Earth • The Natural World • The Human Body • Space

64 pages • 295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in) • Ages 8–12
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Tyrannosaurus rex means “king  of the tyrant lizards.” Known as  T. rex, this dinosaur was one of the most fearsome predators on the prehistoric planet. With its keen senses and powerful jaws, it could track and kill prey with ease.

TYRANNOSAURUS REX
  T. rex caught live 

prey and also 
scavenged on 
carcasses. Some 
scientists even 
suggest that they 
may have eaten 
other T. rexes.

  A T. rex skull 
contained about  
60 teeth.

  Each tooth was 
about 8 inches long.

  Even though T. rex 
had strong legs, it 
could run up to only  
15 miles per hour 
(mph). By comparison, 
an Olympic sprinter  
can reach 27 mph.

  Scientists don’t really 
know what T. rex 
used its tiny arms 
for. They could have 
been useless or 
perhaps used to 
slash at prey.

Fact F ile
NaMe: Tyrannosaurus rex (T. rex)

TiMe PeRiOd: 68–66 million years ago, during the Late Cretaceous period

Size: About 40 feet long and 12 feet high

WeIgHt: 11,000–16,000 pounds

DiEt: Meat-eater

HabiTaT: Swamps and forests 
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INCLUDES A 64-PAGE BOOK AND  
39 PIECES TO BUILD A 31.5-INCH-LONG MODEL

Open the pages of this book  
to discover the most awesome 
space rockets ever built.  
Then press out the sturdy 
pieces and build your very 
own model of an SLS rocket!

ROCKETT H E R E ’S  A I N  T H I S  B O O K !

$19.99 U.S. / $22.99 CAN
ISBN 978-1-6672-0573-1
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A L S O  AVA I L A B L E

64 pagesof a m a z ing  r ock e t im age s a nd fac t s

Silver Dolphin Books
An imprint of Printers Row Publishing Group
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Open the pages of this book to learn  
all about some of the world’s most 
fascinating fish. Then press out the 
sturdy pieces and build your very  
own model of a great white shark!

SHARKT H E R E ’S  A I N  T H I S  B O O K !
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3 0-piece
model sh a r k  
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T H E R E ’S  ASHARKI N  T H I S  B O O K !
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INCLUDES A 64-PAGE BOOK AND  
30 PIECES TO BUILD A 28.5-INCH-LONG MODEL

AGES
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Open the pages of this book to learn 
all about some of the world’s most 
incredible prehistoric creatures. 
Then press out the sturdy pieces and 
build your own model of a t. rex!

T. REXT H E R E ’S  A I N  T H I S  B O O K !
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There are about 500 different species of sharks. These creatures are found in every ocean on the planet, from the tropics to the poles. Some sharks also live in rivers and lakes. They range in size from the tiny dwarf lantern shark, which is only about 8 inches long—about the size of an adult’s hand—to the huge whale shark (right), which is as long as a bowling alley.

hoW big are sharks?

Like all fish, sharks live in water, have fins, and breathe using gills. Some sharks are fierce predators, hunting in the ocean to catch and kill large prey, such as seals. Other sharks feed on tiny organisms that live near the water’s surface.

WHAT IS A SHARK?

The Greenland shark (below) lives in the icy waters of the Arctic, where the water 
temperature is close to freezing. It swims slowly, at less than  1 mile per hour (mph). Scientists have calculated that this shark can live for 250 to 500 years!

old and cold

W
ho, W

hen, W
hy, W

hat?

There’s a... 

... it’s a great white shark, it’s a rocket, it’s a T. rex — 
the possibilities are endless! Build the amazing 3D model,  

then read all about the subject in the book. 

THIS ISN’T JUST A BOOK...

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Shark • T-Rex • Rocket

64 pages with card model  • 295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in) • Ages 8–12 

FOUR SIMPLE QUESTIONS...

An engaging series of titles that breaks topics down into  
a series of simple questions that any reader would ask.  

Each section looks at an important development to  
uncover the characters and facts behind them.

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Inventions • Cities, Towns and Buildings • Space • Getting About • 

Medicine and the Human Body • Art and Architecture • Planet Earth • 
Plants and Animals

64 pages • 295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in) • Ages 8–12



Piece-by-Piece

100 M
ost A

m
azing...

READ THE BOOK, COMPLETE THE PUZZLE

64 pages 
295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in)
Ages 8–12

Inside this exciting and engaging box set, readers will be able to get their 
hands on a fact-packed book and an amazing jigsaw puzzle to complete.

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Dinosaur • Space •  

Animals • Planet Earth

Comes with  

a 200-piece 

jigsaw puzzle

64 pages 
295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in)

Ages 8–12

Chosen by experts in their field, 100 Most Amazing includes a collection 
of some of the most-important objects and living things. Using dramatic 

illustrations, each entry lists why it should be included. There’s also a 
chance for the reader to rank their favourites and to even add  

a few of their own.

SPECIALIST AUTHORS PICK THEIR FAVOURITES

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Animals • Planet Earth • Outer Space



fantastic journey

Take the trip of a lifetime around the  

wonders of the Solar System.

Explore  Explore  
   the Solar    the Solar 

SystemSystem
Explore  Explore  

   the Solar    the Solar 
SystemSystem

Explore  
   the Solar 

System

Fantastic Journeys

Solar Explorer

Astronomical Units (AU)

The Solar System
Intro 50-60 words... Udand itatem nostem rectoratiis et qet abore. 

Laborro reprovid expla nonet porehendae sunto min exceaqui sim volut pro eum aut 

hillam et maximet labores corrumenis res as id que vendi voluptat omnimentecto 

conseque et anditam eatatiurerro.
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Chaos
Dwarf planet
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69,911 km
The radius of Jupiter

JUPITER FACTS
Distance from the Sun: 778,500,000 km

Day length: 0d 9h 56 min

Orbital period: 12 years

Surface temperature: 21°C

Core temperature: 35,700°C

Jupiter
Inside Jupiter

Looming into the astronauts view 

screen is the largest planet in the 

Solar System –Jupiter.

Bigger than all of the other planets put 

together, this planet is a gas giant. It 

doesn’t have a solid surface, like the  

rocky planets that are close to the  

Sun. Its atmosphere is a swirling  

mass of winds and storms.

THE REALITY

Jupiter doesn’t have a solid surface. Its outer layer is a 

mass of swirling gas, which gives way to liquid hydrogen 

and helium and at the centre, there’s a core of solid rock. 

If our astronauts tried to fly into Jupiter, they would be 

crushed, melted and vapourised by the extreme heat and 

pressure deep inside the planet!

Core of  
solid rock

Mantle of 
liquid metallic 
hydrogen and 

helium

Atmosphere 
of molecular 

hydrogen 
and helium

Red Spot
One of the first things the astronauts 

will spot on Jupiter is a huge red spot. 

this is an enormous storm that’s been 

raging for hundred’s of years – it’s 

more than 16,000 km across. That’s 

bigger than Earth! Striped planet
Jupiter’s is covered with  

thick bands of clouds,  

making it look striped. In this 

atmopshere, winds roar at 

speeds of more than 500 kph!
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HOW 
TALL?

The radio antenna at the very top of 
building is hit by lightning on average  
25 times every year.

You’d have to climb 1,872 steps to reach the observatory 
on the 102nd floor. Fortunately, there are 73 elevators to 
carry people up so they don’t get out of breath.

The building is lit with 
different-coloured lights to 
celebrate different special  
events and holidays. 

Every year, nearly 4 million people visit the 
Empire State Building. It’s also the most 
photographed building in the world.

IN A HURRY?
Construction of the Empire State 
Building started on 17 March 1930 
and continued at breakneck speed. 
As many as 3,400 workers were 
busy on the site each day, building 
the metal skeleton at a rate of 
four and a half stories every single 
week. The whole building took just 
410 days to finish and it was 
completed in 1931.

AIRSHIP DOCK
The tower at the top of the Empire 
State Building was originally designed 
to act as a docking port for 
transatlantic airships. These would 
tie up to the top of the tower and 
passengers would then walk down an 
open gangplank and into the building. 
However, high winds around the Empire 
State made docking almost impossible 
and the plan was abandoned.

Empire State Building
443.2 m (1,454 ft)

Eiffel Tower
330 m (1,083 ft)

Burj Khalifa
829.8 m (2,722 ft)

Towering over the New York skyline, the Empire State Building 
held the record as the world’s tallest building for nearly 40 years, 
until the completion of the World Trade Center in 1970. It was also 
the first building on the planet to have more than 100 stories.

EMPIRE STATE 
BUILDING
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Measuring as long as a school bus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex was one of the 
prehistoric world’s biggest and 
most-powerful predators. Its 
formidable jaws, enormous teeth 
and strong legs justify its name, 
which translates as ‘King of the 
Tyrant Lizards’.

T. REX

HOW BIG?

TOOTH
Each of the T. rex’s teeth had a serrated edge so  it could slice through flesh and then grip it firmly. Chunks of meat were then torn off or, if the prey  was small enough, it could be thrown up into the air  and then swallowed whole! Each tooth was up to 20 cm (8 inches) long and was tough enough to crunch through bones.

While T. rex moved around in search of 
prey, it held its thick tail straight out 
behind to keep the rest of its body 
balanced on its two legs.

They may have had strong legs, but 
studies show that a T. rex could only 
run at about 19 kph (12 mph) –any 
faster and they could have shattered 
their bones!

T-Rex

Giraffe

Elephant

Human

While the rest of its body was strong, 
big and powerful, T. rex had very small 
arms. Some scientists believe that 
these served no purpose, while others 
think they were used to slash at prey 
or to grip a mate.

A T. rex wasn’t fussy about what it ate, 
preying on living animals, feeding off dead 
carcases and even killing and munching on 
other T. rexes!

Fossil records show that 
T. rex had a large part of 
its brain dedicated to its 
sense of smell – a vital 
tool for an active hunter.

A T. rex’s jaws were lined with about  
60 serrated teeth and the powerful 
jaw muscles could deliver more than  
5 tonnes of pressure in one bite!

Fantastic Journey

BigTRAVEL TO THE EDGE OF YOUR IMAGINATION!

64 pages 
295 x 235 mm (11.61 x 9.25 in)
Ages 8–12

Fantastic Journey takes you to the ends of the Universe, through your 
body, to the centre of the Earth, and across some of our planet’s most 
amazing landscapes. Each title comes with an amazing 1.8-m fold-out 

wallchart, which readers can hang up on their wall.

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Explore the Solar System • To the End of the Universe • To the Earth’s Core • 

Along the Nile • Through the Body • From the Dawn of Time

Comes with  

1.8-metre fold-out 

wallchart!

64 pages 
368 × 273 mm (14.5 × 10.75 in)

Ages 8–12

Welcome to the world of the large, the enormous and the super-sized! 
Explore some of the biggest things on the planet, from prehistory to the 

present. Find out why they need to be so big, what the advantages are to 
being huge and just what’s required to build, grow and sustain them.

THE BIGGEST STUFF EXPLAINED

TITLES IN THIS SERIES:
Super Structures • Giant Dinosaurs • Amazing Animals



VOLCANOESWatch your heads! There’s a volcano erupting! Volcanoes form where molten rock from underground erupts onto the surface. They usually form at plate boundaries and come in a wide range of shapes depending on where they erupt and what they throw out.

Stratovolcanoes and composite volcanoes are cone-shaped and are made up of layers of solidified lava, ash, and mudflows. Cinder cones are the most common type of volcano and they are steep-sided cones made from small fragments of solidified lava. Shield volcanoes are broad with shallow slopes made from runny lava that flows a long way before it cools and solidifies. Lava domes form 
when thick lava cools to 

form a steep-sided 
dome of rock.

Types of Volcano

Lava flows are defined by their appearance. Pahoehoe (pronounced “paw-hoey-hoey”) has a smooth or ropy surface. Aa (pronounced “ah-ah”) is rough and bumpy and made up of broken blocks of lava, called clinker. Pillow lava forms underwater and cools suddenly to form round pillows. Blocky lava is covered with smooth blocks that give the lava its name.

Types of Lava

Erupting volcanoes have 
caused some of the most 
violent disasters throughout 
history. While some erupt 
continuously over long 
periods of time, others erupt suddenly and without warning and with terrifying power. 

Famous Volcanoes

Not all volcanoes form at plate boundaries. Some form where Earth’s crust is thin, allowing molten rock to force its way to the surface. These regions are called hot spots.  As the crust moves over a hot spot it can create a chain of volcanoes, such as the islands of Hawaii in the middle of the Pacific Plate.

Hotspot Volcanoes

Volcanoes aren’t the only features created by volcanic, or geothermal, activity. Water heated by hot rock below ground can reach the surface to form hot springs, or, more 
spectacular, geysers that 
spurt high into the air. On 
the seafloor, black smokers 
belch out superheated water 
that’s thick with minerals, 
giving them the appearance of dark clouds of smoke.

Geothermal Features
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The weight of the  
water increases the 
pressure in a geyser, 
until the force is enough 
to shoot the water out  
to a great height.

Hot springs

Krakatoa erupted in 1883 
with an explosion that was 

the loudest sound ever 
recorded.

Erupting around 1600 bce, 
Santorini exploded creating 
a huge tsunami that swept 
through the Aegean Sea. Vesuvius erupted in 79 ce, 

throwing out a cloud of scorching 
gas and dust that covered 
Pompeii and Herculaneum.
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VIOLENT EARTHPlanet Earth can be a violent place with ground-shaking earthquakes, plumes of molten lava erupting from beneath the ground, and powerful tsunamis washing  up onto shores and destroying everything in their path.

The outer layer of Earth, the crust, is divided into several large sections, called tectonic plates. These plates are pushed and pulled by the movements of the mantle below it. These plates are made up of two types of crust. Oceanic crust is thin and it makes up the ocean floor. Continental crust is thicker and less dense than oceanic crust and it forms Earth’s landmasses.

A Cracked Earth

The points where two or more tectonic plates meet are called plate boundaries. Divergent boundaries are where plates move apart, leaving a space where molten rock wells up from below to form a ridge of new crust. Convergent boundaries are where plates crash into each other and where one of the plates is pushed down into the mantle. Transform boundaries see plates rub against each other.

Plate Boundaries

Over hundreds of millions of years, the movements of Earth’s tectonic plates has pushed and dragged the landmasses around, changing the face of planet Earth. Some 225 million years ago, there was a single huge landmass, or supercontinent, called Pangea. This slowly broke up to form the continents that we 
have today.
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At its peak
The region around Tikal had been 

settled as long ago as 1000 bce. 

Over the next 1,500 years, the 

settlement of Tikal expanded 

and its inhabitants constructed 

thousands of buildings, including 

six large pyramids.

Tikal’s pyramids were each topped by temples 

and also acted as the tombs for some of the 

city’s rulers. The largest of these pyramids is 

about 70 metres (230 feet) tall.

Towering pyramids

The only source of water in Tikal are 

several large reservoirs that were built by 

the Maya to collect rainwater. This water 

could then be used during dry periods and 

droughts for drinking and to water crops.

Water supply

Tikal flourished through most of the Classical 

Period before it was conquered by Teotihuacan in 

the 4th century ce. From about 900 ce onwards, the 

city fell into decline and the population got smaller 

and smaller, until Tikal was abandoned completely 

and swallowed by the jungle. 

Conquest

At its peak around the year 700 ce, the 

city of Tikal covered an area of 16 square 

kilometres (6.2 square miles) and consisted 

of more than 3,000 structures. It was home 

to about 100,000 people, with a further 

300,000 living in the surrounding area.

Bustling city

Various parts of the city were linked by long 

causeways, known as ‘sacbeob’. These 

stretched out for several kilometres from 

the centre of Tikal. Standing above the 

swampland, they made it easy to travel 

around the city and they also acted as 

dams to hold rainwater in the reservoirs.

City highways

Mendez causeway

Reservoir

Temple III

Tozer causeway

Bat Palace

The Maya kept the water in their 

reservoirs clean and free from 

parasites and diseases by planting 

water lilies to reduce the growth of 

algae and to encourage predators 

that fed on the pests.
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TIKAL
Located in the dense jungles of northern Guatemala, the 

ruined city of Tikal was once the largest settlement in 

the region. It commanded one of the most powerful Maya 

kingdoms, which flourished for more than 1,500 years. For 

hundreds of years, all that could be seen of the ancient  

city were the peaks of huge pyramids  

poking above the forest canopy.

Much of the land on which Tikal was built is 

boggy swampland. The Maya constructed the 

larger structures on patches of higher ground 

that rose above the swamps. These patches were 

linked by causeways built by the Maya so that 

they could move freely around the city. 

Swampland From about the 1850s onwards, archaeological 

expeditions started to clear the site, mapping 

and recording the ruins as they progressed. 

Now turn the page and see what the city looked 

like at its peak...

Clearing the city

The name ‘Tikal’ is a recent name meaning ‘at 

the waterhole’. It was given to the ruins during the 

mid 19th century when the first archaeological 

excavations began. Inscriptions on some of the 

buildings show that the city was known as ‘Yax 

Mutal’ meaning ‘First Mutal’.

Real name
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